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are provided for educational, research, and informational purposes, with the goal of promoting 
historical awareness, religious understanding, and the ongoing fight against anti-Semitism, 
hatred, prejudice, and intolerance. 
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scriptures, quotations, and publicly available source materials where applicable.  

Permission is freely granted to reproduce, distribute, share, quote, or use these materials in 
whole or in part for non-commercial educational purposes, including churches, schools, study 
groups, academic discussion, Holocaust education, ministry training, and anti-hate initiatives. 

These materials are intended to encourage education, dialogue, compassion, reconciliation, and 
a deeper understanding of the historical consequences of anti-Semitism and religious 
intolerance.  

They may not be sold or used for commercial profit without appropriate authorization where 
required. 
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God's Chosen People 

Introduction 

Few subjects in biblical theology have 
generated more discussion, 
misunderstanding, and debate than the 
concept of God's chosen people. 
Throughout Scripture, God repeatedly 
chooses individuals, families, nations, kings, 
prophets, and servants to fulfill specific roles 
within His unfolding plan of redemption. 
From Genesis to Revelation, divine election 
forms an essential thread that helps unite 
the biblical narrative and reveals how God 
works in history to accomplish His purposes. 

Yet the doctrine of election is often 
misunderstood. Some view it as divine 

favoritism, while others see it as a difficult expression of God's sovereignty. The idea that God 
would choose one person, one family, or one nation frequently raises questions about fairness, 
privilege, and exclusion. Why does God choose certain individuals for particular purposes? Why 
did He choose Israel? Does being chosen imply superiority or special status before God? 

These questions have occupied theologians, scholars, clergy, and ordinary believers for 
centuries. The answers are significant because they influence how we understand Scripture, 
God's covenants, the role of Israel, the mission of the Church, and the unity of God's redemptive 
plan from the Old Testament to the New. 

A careful reading of Scripture reveals that election is not primarily about privilege but about 
purpose. Throughout the Bible, those whom God chooses are entrusted with responsibilities 
that advance His plans and reveal His character. Noah was chosen to preserve life during a 
time of judgment. Abraham was called to become the father of a people through whom blessing 
would come to the world. Moses was chosen to lead Israel out of slavery. David was chosen to 
establish a royal line through which the Messiah would come. The prophets were chosen to 
proclaim God's truth, often at great personal cost. In each case, divine election was connected 
to service, responsibility, and mission. 

The same principle applies to Israel. The Bible consistently presents Israel's election as part of 
God's larger purpose for humanity. Israel was entrusted with God's covenants, His law, His 
promises, and His prophetic revelation. Through Israel, the knowledge of the one true God was 
preserved in a world dominated by idolatry. Through Israel came the Scriptures that continue to 
shape faith and practice for millions. Most importantly, through Israel came the Messiah, 
through whom God's promise of redemption was extended to all nations. 

Understanding Israel's election therefore requires us to look beyond simplistic notions of 
privilege or preference. The biblical story reveals a God who chooses in order to accomplish His 
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purposes. His choices are not arbitrary. They are woven into a redemptive plan that ultimately 
embraces the entire world. 

At the same time, the story of Israel reveals something even greater than Israel itself. It reveals 
the character of God. Throughout Scripture, God demonstrates His faithfulness by keeping 
promises that span generations. He remains committed to His purposes despite human 
weakness, failure, and rebellion. Israel's history provides a remarkable testimony to a God who 
disciplines yet restores, judges yet shows mercy, and remains faithful even when His people 
struggle to remain faithful to Him. 

This study explores the biblical doctrine of God's chosen people by examining the broader 
theme of election throughout Scripture, the meaning of chosenness, the purpose of Israel's 
calling, the covenants God established with His people, the coming of the Messiah, and the 
relationship between Israel and God's universal plan of redemption. It will also consider key 
New Testament passages, particularly Romans 9–11, where the Apostle Paul addresses 
questions concerning Israel, the Gentiles, and God's continuing faithfulness. 

Ultimately, this book argues that the doctrine of God's chosen people is not primarily about the 
greatness of Israel but about the greatness of God. The story of Israel demonstrates that God 
keeps His promises, accomplishes His purposes, and extends His blessing far beyond the 
boundaries of one nation. Through Israel, God revealed His truth, displayed His faithfulness, 
and brought forth the Messiah. Through the Messiah, He opened the door of salvation to people 
from every tribe, language, people, and nation. 

The study of God's chosen people therefore leads us to a deeper appreciation of the God who 
chooses—a God whose wisdom governs history, whose faithfulness never fails, and whose 
redemptive purposes extend to the ends of the earth. 

Chapter 1  Divine Election Throughout Scripture 

Before examining Israel's unique role in God's plan, it is important to understand that election is 
not a concept limited to one nation or one period of biblical history. From the opening pages of 
Scripture to its final chapters, God repeatedly chooses individuals, families, nations, and even 
rulers to accomplish specific purposes within His redemptive plan. 

This pattern reveals an important truth. Divine election is not an isolated doctrine but a recurring 
feature of God's dealings with humanity. Throughout history, God has sovereignly called people 
to fulfill particular responsibilities, advance His purposes, and participate in His work of 
redemption. His choices consistently reveal both His authority over history and His commitment 
to accomplish His will in the world. 

Understanding this broader pattern is essential because Israel's election cannot be properly 
understood apart from it. Israel was not the first example of divine election, nor was God's 
choice of Israel an exception to His normal way of working. Rather, Israel's calling emerged 
from a pattern already established throughout Scripture. 

Noah: Chosen to Preserve Life 

One of the earliest examples of divine election appears in the account of Noah. 
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Humanity had become thoroughly corrupted by violence and wickedness. As judgment 
approached, God chose Noah to preserve life through the Flood and to ensure the continuation 
of the human family. 

Scripture declares: 

"Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD" (Genesis 6:8). 

God instructed Noah to build an ark through which his family and representatives of the animal 
kingdom would survive the coming judgment. Noah's election was not merely for his own 
benefit. Through him, God preserved humanity and maintained the line through which His 
redemptive purposes would continue. 

From the beginning, election served a purpose that extended beyond the individual who was 
chosen. God selected one man so that many might live. 

Abraham: Chosen to Become a Blessing 

After the Flood, humanity once again drifted into rebellion. In response, God called Abram from 
Ur of the Chaldeans and entered into a covenant relationship with him. 

God promised: 

"I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a 
blessing" (Genesis 12:2). 

The significance of Abraham's calling is found not merely in the blessings he received but in the 
purpose for which he was chosen. 

God declared: 

"In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed" (Genesis 12:3). 

From the outset, God's plan extended beyond Abraham himself. Through one man would come 
a family, through that family a nation, and through that nation the means by which God's 
blessing would ultimately reach the world. 

Abraham's election introduced a pattern that would continue throughout Scripture: God often 
works through particular people in order to accomplish universal purposes. 

Moses: Chosen to Deliver 

Several centuries later, God chose Moses to lead Israel out of bondage in Egypt. 

Remarkably, Moses did not view himself as qualified for such a task. At the burning bush he 
expressed doubts about his abilities, questioned his suitability, and repeatedly attempted to 
avoid the responsibility God was assigning to him. 

Yet God's choice did not depend upon Moses' confidence, eloquence, or natural leadership 
skills. 

Through Moses, God confronted Pharaoh, delivered Israel from slavery, revealed His law, and 
established a covenant relationship with His people at Mount Sinai. 
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The story of Moses demonstrates that divine calling is not grounded in human adequacy. God 
frequently chooses those who recognize their weakness so that His power may be more clearly 
displayed. 

Aaron: Chosen for Priestly Service 
 

While Moses was chosen to lead the nation, Aaron was chosen for a different responsibility. 

God appointed Aaron and his descendants to serve as priests before Him. Their ministry 
involved sacrifices, worship, instruction, and mediation between God and the people. 

The priesthood reminded Israel that approaching a holy God required divine provision. Through 
the priests, God established a system that taught profound truths about sin, atonement, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation. 

Aaron's calling illustrates that God's purposes require many forms of service. Not all who are 
chosen receive the same assignment. Some are called to lead, others to teach, others to serve, 
and others to intercede. Yet each role contributes to God's larger purposes. 

David: Chosen to Establish a Royal Line 
 

The election of David reveals another important aspect of God's ways. 

When Samuel arrived in Bethlehem to anoint Israel's future king, human expectations pointed 
elsewhere. David was the youngest son of Jesse and was not even initially presented among 
the candidates. 

Yet God instructed Samuel: 

"Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart" (1 Samuel 16:7). 

David's selection demonstrates that God's choices often overturn human assumptions. What 
appears insignificant to people may be central to God's purposes. 

Through David, God established a royal covenant and promised that his throne would ultimately 
lead to an everlasting kingdom. This covenant became foundational to Israel's Messianic hope 
and pointed forward to the coming of the Messiah. 

Jeremiah: Chosen Before Birth 

The calling of Jeremiah reveals the depth of God's sovereign purpose. 

God told the prophet: 

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained 
you a prophet to the nations" (Jeremiah 1:5). 

Jeremiah's ministry was marked by rejection, suffering, imprisonment, and loneliness. Yet his 
calling reminds us that divine election is not necessarily a pathway to comfort. 
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Those whom God chooses are often called to difficult assignments that require perseverance, 
courage, and faithfulness. Jeremiah's life demonstrates that election frequently involves 
sacrifice as well as privilege. 

Cyrus: A Gentile Chosen by God 

One of the most surprising examples of election appears in the person of Cyrus, king of Persia. 

Unlike Abraham, Moses, David, and Jeremiah, Cyrus was not part of Israel. Nevertheless, God 
specifically chose him to fulfill an important role in redemptive history. 

Through the prophet Isaiah, more than a century before Cyrus was born, God declared: 

"Thus says the LORD to His anointed, to Cyrus" (Isaiah 45:1). 

God used this Gentile ruler to permit the Jewish exiles to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the 
Temple. 

The election of Cyrus demonstrates that God's sovereignty extends beyond the boundaries of 
Israel. He rules over all nations and may use any ruler, kingdom, or government to accomplish 
His purposes. 

Mary: Chosen to Bear the Messiah 

As God's redemptive plan approached its climax, He chose a young Jewish woman named 
Mary to become the mother of Yeshua. 

The angel Gabriel announced: 

"You have found favor with God" (Luke 1:30). 

Mary's calling carried extraordinary significance because through her the eternal Son of God 
entered human history. 

Equally significant was her response: 

"Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word" (Luke 1:38). 

Mary's humility and submission provide a model of faithful obedience for all who are called by 
God. 

The Apostles: Chosen to Bear Witness 

Yeshua also chose specific individuals to become His apostles. 

Most were ordinary men with little social status or formal influence. Yet Christ entrusted them 
with the extraordinary responsibility of proclaiming the Gospel and establishing the foundations 
of the Church. 
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Yeshua reminded them: 

"You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit" 
(John 15:16). 

Through these men, the message of Christ spread throughout the Roman world and beyond. 

Their calling demonstrates once again that God delights in using unlikely instruments to 
accomplish extraordinary purposes. 

The Pattern of Divine Election 

When these examples are viewed together, a consistent pattern emerges. 

God chooses according to His purposes rather than human standards. He often works through 
the weak rather than the powerful, the unlikely rather than the obvious, and the humble rather 
than the proud. Some are called to preserve life, others to lead, others to serve, others to 
proclaim truth, and others to prepare the way for future stages of His redemptive plan. 

At the same time, election never removes responsibility. Those whom God chooses are 
entrusted with assignments that require faithfulness, obedience, and perseverance. Divine 
calling is not primarily about status but about stewardship. 

Most importantly, every act of election in Scripture ultimately serves God's larger purpose of 
redemption. Whether preserving humanity through Noah, establishing a covenant through 
Abraham, delivering Israel through Moses, raising up kings and prophets, or preparing the way 
for the Messiah, God's choices consistently move history toward the fulfillment of His plan. 

This broader biblical pattern provides the foundation for understanding Israel's election. God's 
choice of Israel was not an isolated act of favoritism but part of the same divine strategy seen 
throughout Scripture. Just as God chose Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, and others for specific 
purposes, He also chose Israel to fulfill a unique role within His unfolding plan of redemption. 

To understand why Israel was chosen, however, we must first answer a more fundamental 
question: What does it actually mean to be chosen by God? 
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Chapter 2   What Does It Mean to Be Chosen? 

Having seen that divine election is a recurring pattern throughout Scripture, we are now 
prepared to consider a crucial question: What does it actually mean to be chosen by God? 

Much of the confusion surrounding the doctrine of election arises because modern readers often 
bring contemporary assumptions to a biblical concept. In everyday life, being chosen usually 
implies preference. We choose a favorite restaurant because we prefer it to others. We choose 
a particular team, product, or destination because it appeals to us more than the alternatives. 
Consequently, when people encounter the biblical language of God's choosing, they frequently 
assume that election must involve favoritism or unequal love. 

This assumption creates understandable questions. If God chose Israel, does that mean He 
loved Israel more than other nations? Does chosenness imply superiority? Does election 
suggest that some people possess greater worth in God's eyes than others? 

The biblical answer is clear. God's election does not imply greater value, greater dignity, or 
greater importance. Scripture consistently teaches that all human beings are created in God's 
image and are therefore equal in worth before Him. Divine election concerns purpose, calling, 
and responsibility rather than intrinsic superiority. 

To understand this distinction, we must examine how God chooses throughout Scripture. 

Election and Purpose 

One of the most striking features of biblical election is that God consistently chooses people for 
specific purposes. 

Noah was chosen to preserve life during a time of judgment. 

Abraham was chosen to become the father of a covenant people. 

Moses was chosen to deliver Israel from bondage. 

Aaron was chosen for priestly service. 

David was chosen to establish a royal line. 

Jeremiah was chosen to proclaim God's message. 

The apostles were chosen to bear witness to Christ. 

In every case, election involved a task, a calling, or a responsibility. God did not choose these 
individuals merely to grant them special status. He chose them because He intended to 
accomplish something through them. 

This principle is fundamental to understanding the biblical doctrine of election. God's choices 
are connected to His purposes in history. 
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When Scripture speaks of people being chosen, it is usually emphasizing what they have been 
called to do rather than what they have been called to possess. 

Election and Responsibility 

Far from guaranteeing ease or privilege, election often brought increased responsibility and 
hardship. 

Moses faced continual opposition from both Pharaoh and his own people. 

Jeremiah endured rejection, persecution, and imprisonment. 

The prophets frequently suffered because of the messages they were called to proclaim. 

The apostles faced persecution, hardship, and, in many cases, martyrdom. 

Being chosen by God often meant accepting responsibilities that others did not bear. 

This principle reveals an important truth: divine calling carries accountability. 

The prophet Amos expressed this principle when God declared to Israel: 

"You only have I known of all the families of the earth; therefore I will punish you for all your 
iniquities" (Amos 3:2). 

Israel's special relationship with God did not exempt them from accountability. On the contrary, 
it increased it. 

The same principle appears throughout Scripture. Greater revelation brings greater 
responsibility. Greater privilege brings greater accountability. Those who are entrusted with 
much are expected to respond faithfully to what they have received. 

Election therefore should not be viewed primarily as an advantage but as a stewardship. 

God's Impartial Character 

A second misunderstanding arises when people assume that election contradicts God's justice. 

The Apostle Paul writes: 

"For there is no partiality with God" (Romans 2:11). 

God's character is perfectly righteous and impartial. He does not choose individuals or nations 
because they are inherently more deserving, more intelligent, more righteous, or more valuable 
than others. 

Indeed, Scripture frequently demonstrates the opposite. 
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God chose Abraham when he was an elderly man without children. 

He chose Moses despite his reluctance and self-doubt. 

He chose David, the overlooked shepherd boy. 

He chose Gideon, who considered himself the least significant member of the weakest clan in 
Israel. 

Again and again, God selected individuals whom others would likely have ignored. 

These choices reveal something important about God's character. His purposes are not 
dependent upon human strength. He often works through weakness so that His power may be 
clearly seen. 

Election therefore highlights God's sovereignty rather than human achievement. 

A Helpful Illustration 

An illustration may help clarify this concept. 

Imagine a conductor preparing an orchestra for a performance. 

Different musicians are assigned different parts. One plays the violin, another the trumpet, 
another the cello, and another the percussion. Some parts are more visible than others, but 
every role contributes to the final performance. 

The conductor's assignment of parts does not determine the value of the musicians. It 
determines their function within the composition. 

In a similar way, God's election concerns function within His redemptive plan. 

Different people receive different assignments, yet all remain equally valuable before the One 
who created them. 

The significance lies not in the status of the role but in the faithfulness with which it is fulfilled. 

Israel and the Meaning of Chosenness 

These principles provide the framework for understanding Israel's election. 

When Scripture describes Israel as God's chosen people, it is not declaring that Jewish people 
are more valuable than other human beings. Nor is it suggesting that God cares less about 
other nations. 

Rather, it indicates that God assigned Israel a particular role within His unfolding plan of 
redemption. 
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Israel was entrusted with responsibilities unlike those given to any other nation. 

They were entrusted with God's covenants. 

They received His law. 

They preserved His revelation. 

They recorded the Scriptures. 

They proclaimed His truth through the prophets. 

They were called to represent the knowledge of the one true God in a world dominated by 
idolatry. 

Most importantly, they became the people through whom the Messiah would enter human 
history. 

Israel's chosenness therefore concerned vocation rather than superiority. 

God's choice involved a mission. 

The Universal Dimension of Election 

An important feature of biblical election is that God's purposes consistently extend beyond those 
whom He immediately chooses. 

When God called Abraham, He declared: 

"In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed" (Genesis 12:3). 

This promise reveals that election possesses both a particular and a universal dimension. 

God chose Abraham specifically. 

Yet His purpose extended globally. 

The blessing was never intended to stop with Abraham or even with Israel. God's purpose was 
to reach the nations through the people He had chosen. 

This pattern appears repeatedly throughout Scripture. 

God often begins with one person, one family, one nation, or one covenant community, but His 
purposes ultimately embrace the world. 

Election is therefore not a story of exclusion. It is a strategy of redemption. 

God chooses particular instruments in order to accomplish universal purposes. 
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Chosen for Service 

Perhaps the simplest way to summarize the biblical doctrine of chosenness is this: 

To be chosen by God is to be set apart for service within His purposes. 

Election is not primarily about receiving privileges. 

It is about receiving a calling. 

It is not primarily about status. 

It is about stewardship. 

It is not primarily about what God gives to the chosen person. 

It is about what God intends to accomplish through that person. 

Understanding this principle transforms the way we read Scripture. Rather than viewing election 
as evidence of favoritism, we begin to see it as one of the ways God accomplishes His 
redemptive purposes in history. 

This understanding also prepares us to examine one of the central questions of this study. If 
election is fundamentally about calling and purpose, why did God choose Israel? What role did 
He intend them to fulfill within His plan for humanity? 

It is to that question that we now turn. 
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Chapter 3  Why Did God Choose Israel? 

Having established that biblical election is fundamentally about calling and purpose rather than 
superiority or privilege, we are now prepared to address one of the most important questions in 
biblical theology: 

Why did God choose Israel? 

For centuries, believers and skeptics alike have wrestled with this question. Why would God 
choose one nation from among all the peoples of the earth? Was there something inherently 
special about Abraham's descendants? Were they more righteous, wiser, or more deserving 
than other nations? 

Scripture provides a clear answer. 

God did not choose Israel because of its greatness, military strength, moral superiority, or 
numerical size. The Bible repeatedly emphasizes that Israel's election originated in God's 
sovereign will and His commitment to accomplish His redemptive purposes in history. 

Moses reminded the nation: 

"The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than 
any other people, for you were the fewest of all peoples; but because the LORD loves you, and 
because He would keep the oath which He swore to your fathers" (Deuteronomy 7:7–8). 

This passage reveals two foundational truths. 

First, Israel's election was rooted in God's love. 

Second, it was connected to God's covenant promises. 

The story of Israel therefore begins not with human achievement but with divine initiative. God 
chose Israel because He had a purpose for Israel, and through Israel He intended to accomplish 
something far greater than the destiny of a single nation. 

Chosen Through Covenant 

The foundation of Israel's election is found in God's covenant with Abraham. 

When God called Abram from Mesopotamia, He entered into a relationship that would shape 
the course of biblical history. God promised descendants, land, blessing, and a future that 
extended far beyond Abraham's own lifetime. 

At the center of these promises stood a remarkable declaration: 

"In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed" (Genesis 12:3). 

This promise reveals the heart of God's purpose. 
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Abraham was chosen, but God's goal extended beyond Abraham. 

His descendants would become a nation, but God's purpose extended beyond that nation. 

From the beginning, God's covenant carried a global vision. 

The election of Israel therefore emerged from God's determination to bring blessing and 
redemption to humanity through a covenant people. Israel's existence was never intended to be 
an end in itself. It served a larger purpose within God's unfolding plan. 

Throughout the Old Testament, God repeatedly reaffirmed these covenant promises to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Israel's identity rested not upon military achievements, cultural 
accomplishments, or political success, but upon God's faithfulness to His covenant. 

Their story begins with a promise. 

Chosen to Preserve the Knowledge of God 

When God called Abraham, the world was largely characterized by idolatry, polytheism, and 
spiritual darkness. 

Nations worshiped gods associated with fertility, weather, war, and political power. False 
religion dominated the ancient world, and knowledge of the Creator was increasingly obscured. 

Into this environment God called a people through whom He would preserve the truth about 
Himself. 

Israel became the custodian of divine revelation. 

Through Israel came: 

 The Law 
 The Prophets 
 The Psalms 
 The historical records of God's dealings with humanity 
 The promises concerning redemption 

While surrounding nations worshiped many gods, Israel was entrusted with the knowledge of 
the one true God. 

Their history, worship, festivals, and Scriptures served as a testimony that the Creator of 
heaven and earth remained active within human history. 

Through Israel, God revealed His holiness, justice, mercy, righteousness, and covenant 
faithfulness. 

Had Israel not existed, the biblical revelation that shapes the faith of millions today would not 
have been preserved in the way God intended. 
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One of Israel's central purposes was therefore to serve as the guardian of divine truth. 

Chosen to Demonstrate God's Faithfulness 

Another important purpose of Israel's election was to reveal the faithfulness of God. 

The history of Israel is remarkable not because of Israel's consistent obedience but because of 
God's consistent faithfulness. 

The biblical record honestly recounts Israel's failures. 

They struggled with unbelief in the wilderness. 

They embraced idolatry. 

They ignored the warnings of the prophets. 

They violated the covenant God had established with them. 

Yet despite these failures, God continued to preserve His people and advance His purposes. 

Through the prophet Ezekiel, God declared concerning Israel's restoration: 

"It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but for My holy name" (Ezekiel 
36:22). 

This statement reveals that Israel's preservation ultimately testifies to God's character. 

Again and again, God demonstrated that His promises are not dependent upon human 
perfection. 

He disciplines. 

He corrects. 

He judges. 

Yet He remains faithful to His word. 

Throughout history, Israel has served as a living testimony that God's covenant commitments 
endure despite human weakness and failure. 

The story of Israel therefore teaches us as much about God as it does about Israel. 

Chosen to Prepare the Way for the Messiah 

While Israel fulfilled many important functions within God's plan, all of them ultimately pointed 
toward a greater purpose. 
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The highest purpose of Israel's election was the coming of the Messiah. 

From the call of Abraham onward, the biblical narrative steadily narrows the line through which 
God's promised Redeemer would come. 

Through Abraham came Isaac. 

Through Isaac came Jacob. 

Through Jacob came the twelve tribes. 

Through Judah came the royal line. 

Through David came the promise of an everlasting kingdom. 

Generation after generation, God preserved the covenant line through which the Messiah would 
enter the world. 

The Apostle Paul writes: 

"When the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son" (Galatians 4:4). 

The arrival of Yeshua was not an unexpected development. 

It was the culmination of centuries of divine preparation. 

The covenants pointed toward Him. 

The sacrifices foreshadowed Him. 

The prophets anticipated Him. 

The promises found their fulfillment in Him. 

Israel's election therefore reaches its highest significance in the coming of the Messiah. 

God chose a people so that, through that people, the Savior of the world would come. 

Chosen for Responsibility 

One final truth must be emphasized. 

Israel's election brought responsibility as well as privilege. 

The nation was entrusted with divine revelation. 

It received covenant promises. 
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It experienced God's guidance and provision. 

Yet these blessings carried corresponding obligations. 

Israel was called to worship God faithfully. 

Israel was called to obey His commandments. 

Israel was called to reflect His character. 

Israel was called to bear witness to His truth. 

For this reason, election often brought accountability rather than exemption from judgment. 

The prophets repeatedly reminded the nation that covenant privilege did not eliminate covenant 
responsibility. 

Those who receive greater light are accountable for how they respond to that light. 

Israel's calling was therefore both an honor and a stewardship. 

A Nation Chosen for God's Purposes 

When viewed as a whole, Scripture presents four primary reasons for Israel's election. 

God chose Israel: 

 To establish a covenant people through whom His redemptive plan would unfold. 
 To preserve and proclaim the knowledge of the one true God. 
 To demonstrate His covenant faithfulness throughout history. 
 To prepare the way for the coming of the Messiah. 

These purposes reveal that Israel's election was never about national superiority. 

It was about divine mission. 

God's choice of Israel formed part of a larger plan that ultimately extended beyond Israel itself. 

The story of Israel therefore points beyond the nation to the God who called it. Through Israel, 
God revealed His character, preserved His truth, demonstrated His faithfulness, and prepared 
the way for humanity's redemption. 

To understand how Israel was intended to fulfill that mission, however, we must examine one of 
the most important descriptions God ever gave of His people. At Mount Sinai, God declared that 
Israel would become "a kingdom of priests and a holy nation." 

That declaration provides the key to understanding Israel's role among the nations and forms 
the subject of the next chapter. 
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Chapter 4  Israel: A Kingdom of Priests 

Among the many descriptions God uses for Israel throughout Scripture, few are more important 
than the declaration He made at Mount Sinai: 

"And you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation" (Exodus 19:6). 

This statement stands at the heart of Israel's identity and mission. It provides one of the clearest 
explanations of why God chose Israel and how He intended them to function among the nations 
of the world. If Chapter 3 answered the question, Why did God choose Israel?, this chapter 
answers a related question: What did God expect Israel to do? 

God's purpose for Israel was never simply to create a nation that would enjoy His blessings. He 
called Israel to serve as His representative among the peoples of the earth. Their election 
carried a mission. They were chosen not merely to receive from God but to participate in His 
work of revealing Himself to humanity. 

To understand Israel's role, we must first understand what it meant to be a priest. 

The Biblical Role of a Priest 

In Scripture, a priest served as a mediator between God and people. 

Priests represented God to the people by teaching His truth, explaining His commandments, 
and helping others understand His character and will. At the same time, priests represented the 
people before God through prayer, sacrifice, and intercession. 

The priesthood therefore functioned in two directions: 

 Representing God to humanity. 
 Representing humanity before God. 

When God declared that Israel would be a "kingdom of priests," He assigned this mediating role 
not merely to a select group within the nation but, in a broader sense, to the nation itself. 

Israel was called to stand between God and the nations, serving as a channel through which 
divine truth, blessing, and revelation could flow to the world. 

This calling gave Israel a unique place in God's redemptive plan. 

Representing God to the Nations 

One of Israel's primary responsibilities was to reveal God to a world that largely did not know 
Him. 

At the time of Israel's formation, the ancient world was saturated with idolatry. Nations 
worshiped multiple gods associated with fertility, agriculture, war, political power, and natural 
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forces. Human sacrifice, occult practices, and ritual immorality were common throughout many 
surrounding cultures. 

Into this environment God established a people who would bear witness to His existence and 
character. 

Israel's national life was intended to demonstrate what it looked like to live under the rule of the 
one true God. 

Their worship proclaimed His holiness. 

Their laws reflected His justice. 

Their festivals celebrated His faithfulness. 

Their history testified to His power. 

Their Scriptures preserved His revelation. 

Everything about Israel's existence was intended to point beyond itself to the God who had 
called them. 

Revealing God's Holiness 

Among the attributes God desired to reveal through Israel, none was emphasized more than His 
holiness. 

Again and again, God instructed His people: 

"You shall be holy, for I am holy" (Leviticus 11:44). 

God's holiness refers to His moral perfection, purity, and uniqueness. Unlike the false gods of 
the surrounding nations, the God of Israel was completely righteous and free from corruption. 

The laws given through Moses were designed in part to teach this truth. 

The Tabernacle and later the Temple contained carefully defined boundaries that emphasized 
God's holiness. Access to certain areas was restricted. Ritual purification was required. 
Sacrifices addressed the reality of sin and the need for atonement. 

These practices were not arbitrary regulations. They were visual lessons communicating 
profound spiritual realities. 

Through Israel, God was teaching humanity that He is not merely powerful but holy, and that 
fellowship with Him requires reconciliation and transformation. 
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Demonstrating Righteous Living 

Israel was also called to demonstrate the wisdom and righteousness of God's ways. 

Moses reminded the nation: 

"Surely I have taught you statutes and judgments... therefore be careful to observe them; for this 
is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples" (Deuteronomy 4:5–6). 

God's law addressed every area of life. 

It regulated worship, family relationships, business practices, treatment of the poor, 
administration of justice, and care for the vulnerable. 

The purpose of these commandments extended beyond maintaining social order. They were 
intended to display the character of God through the life of His people. 

When Israel lived according to God's standards, the surrounding nations were meant to 
recognize the wisdom of the God they served. 

Their obedience was to become a testimony. 

Their national life was to become a witness. 

Their society was to reflect God's justice, compassion, and righteousness. 

A Light to the Nations 

The prophets repeatedly emphasized Israel's international mission. 

Isaiah described God's purpose for His people in these words: 

"I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to the ends of the 
earth" (Isaiah 49:6). 

Light exists to illuminate darkness. 

In the same way, Israel was called to shine forth the knowledge of God in a world darkened by 
spiritual ignorance. 

This mission was never intended to be inward-looking. 

Israel was not chosen simply to preserve truth for itself. The nation was called to become a 
witness through which others could come to know God. 

This global dimension can be traced back to God's promise to Abraham that all the families of 
the earth would be blessed through him. 
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Israel's priestly role was one of the means through which that promise would be fulfilled. 

Representing the Nations Before God 

The priestly calling involved more than representing God to people. It also involved representing 
people before God. 

Throughout Scripture, priests interceded for others. 

They offered sacrifices. 

They prayed on behalf of the people. 

They stood between a holy God and a sinful humanity. 

Israel's national calling reflected this same principle. 

God intended His people to become a channel through which His mercy, truth, and blessing 
could flow outward to the nations. 

Their existence was never intended to terminate on themselves. 

The blessings they received were meant to be shared. 

The revelation they received was meant to be proclaimed. 

The relationship they enjoyed with God was meant to become an invitation for others to seek 
Him as well. 

In this sense, Israel's election carried a missionary dimension from the very beginning. 

The Temple and God's Universal Purpose 

The Temple provides another important illustration of Israel's priestly mission. 

Although the Temple served as the center of Israel's worship, God's intention was never that it 
function solely for Israel. 

Through the prophet Isaiah, God declared: 

"My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations" (Isaiah 56:7). 

This statement reveals God's larger purpose. 

Even within the Old Testament, God's concern extended beyond Israel to the nations. 

The Temple stood as a testimony that the Creator of heaven and earth desired relationship with 
people from every background and nation. 
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Israel's worship was therefore intended to draw attention not merely to Israel but to Israel's God. 

The Prophets and Israel's Priestly Mission 

The prophets also played a vital role in Israel's priestly calling. 

Men such as Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, and Amos served as God's messengers 
to the nation. 

They called people to repentance. 

They defended God's standards of justice and righteousness. 

They exposed idolatry and hypocrisy. 

They reminded Israel of its covenant responsibilities. 

The prophets were not merely predictors of future events. They were guardians of Israel's 
calling. 

Whenever the nation drifted from its mission, God raised up prophetic voices to call them back 
to faithfulness. 

Through their ministry, God continually reminded Israel that election carried responsibility. 

Israel's Failure and God's Greater Purpose 

Despite the greatness of its calling, Israel often failed to fulfill its priestly mission. 

Rather than consistently reflecting God's holiness, the nation frequently adopted the practices of 
surrounding cultures. 

Rather than serving as a light to the nations, Israel sometimes became indistinguishable from 
them. 

The prophets repeatedly confronted the people concerning idolatry, injustice, corruption, and 
covenant unfaithfulness. 

Yet Israel's failures did not nullify God's purposes. 

Instead, they highlighted a deeper problem—the inability of fallen humanity to fully accomplish 
God's intentions through its own efforts. 

The priesthood, sacrifices, Temple, and prophetic ministry all pointed beyond themselves to 
something greater. 

They pointed forward to a perfect Mediator who would accomplish what Israel could never fully 
achieve. 
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A Mission Pointing Beyond Itself 

Israel's calling as a kingdom of priests remains one of the most important themes in Scripture. 

Through Israel, God revealed His holiness. 

Through Israel, He preserved His truth. 

Through Israel, He demonstrated His righteousness. 

Through Israel, He invited the nations to know Him. 

Yet Israel's priestly mission was never the final destination of God's plan. 

It pointed forward to a greater fulfillment. 

The sacrifices anticipated a greater sacrifice. 

The priesthood anticipated a greater Priest. 

The Temple anticipated a greater meeting place between God and humanity. 

The prophets anticipated a greater revelation. 

Everything associated with Israel's priestly calling ultimately pointed toward the Messiah. 

To understand the full significance of Israel's role in God's redemptive plan, we must next 
examine the covenant framework through which God progressively unfolded His purposes in 
history. 
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Chapter 5   Israel and the Covenants: The Framework of 
God's Redemptive Plan 

Throughout Scripture, God's relationship with humanity is often revealed through covenants. 
These covenants form the structural framework of biblical history and provide the foundation for 
understanding Israel's role within God's redemptive plan. While nations rise and fall, kings come 
and go, and generations pass away, God's covenants remain central to the unfolding story of 
redemption. 

To understand Israel's significance, we must understand the covenants God established with 
His people. They reveal not only what God promised but also how He progressively unfolded 
His purposes throughout history. From Abraham to Moses, from David to the New Covenant 
promised by the prophets, each covenant builds upon what came before it and moves the 
biblical narrative toward its ultimate fulfillment. 

The covenants are therefore not isolated agreements scattered throughout Scripture. Together 
they reveal a unified plan through which God would create a people, reveal His character, 
demonstrate His faithfulness, and ultimately bring redemption to the world through the Messiah. 

What Is a Covenant? 

A covenant is a solemn and binding relationship established by God. While modern contracts 
are often temporary arrangements between equal parties, biblical covenants involve 
commitments that define relationships and establish responsibilities. 

Throughout Scripture, God uses covenants to reveal His purposes and govern His relationship 
with His people. These covenants often include promises, obligations, blessings, and signs that 
serve as reminders of God's faithfulness. 

Most importantly, the covenants reveal a God who binds Himself to His promises. They 
demonstrate that God's plans are not arbitrary or uncertain. He acts according to purposes that 
He openly declares and faithfully fulfills. 

Israel's history cannot be understood apart from these covenant relationships. 

The Abrahamic Covenant: The Foundation of Promise 

The foundation of Israel's story begins with God's covenant with Abraham. 

When God called Abram from Mesopotamia, He promised to make him the father of a great 
nation. This promise was remarkable because Abraham and Sarah were childless and well 
beyond the age when having children seemed possible. 

Yet God declared: 

"I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a 
blessing" (Genesis 12:2). 
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As God's covenant with Abraham unfolded, several key promises emerged: 

 A numerous offspring. 
 A land for his descendants. 
 A unique covenant relationship with God. 
 Blessing that would extend beyond Abraham's family. 
 A future through which all nations would be blessed. 

The universal dimension of this covenant is particularly important. 

God promised: 

"In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed" (Genesis 12:3). 

From the beginning, God's purpose extended beyond Abraham and his descendants. The 
covenant established the nation through which God's redemptive plan would advance, but its 
ultimate goal embraced all humanity. 

The Abrahamic Covenant therefore serves as the foundation upon which the rest of Israel's 
history is built. 

The Mosaic Covenant: A Covenant of National Calling 

Several centuries after Abraham, God delivered Israel from slavery in Egypt and brought them 
to Mount Sinai. 

There He established a covenant with the nation through Moses. 

Unlike the Abrahamic Covenant, which focused primarily on God's promises, the Mosaic 
Covenant emphasized Israel's responsibilities as God's covenant people. 

God declared: 

"Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be a 
special treasure to Me above all people" (Exodus 19:5). 

Through this covenant, God gave Israel: 

 The Law. 
 Moral standards. 
 Civil regulations. 
 Worship instructions. 
 Guidelines for national life. 

The purpose of the Mosaic Covenant was not merely legal regulation. It was intended to shape 
Israel into a nation that reflected God's character. 

Through obedience, Israel would demonstrate God's wisdom, justice, holiness, and 
righteousness before the surrounding nations. 



Who are God’s Chosen People 
 

 25 

The covenant also revealed humanity's deeper problem. 

While the Law clearly identified God's standards, it also exposed the reality of human 
sinfulness. Again and again, Israel's history demonstrated that external commandments alone 
could not transform the human heart. 

The Mosaic Covenant therefore pointed beyond itself to the need for a deeper work of spiritual 
renewal. 

The Davidic Covenant: The Promise of a King 

As Israel's history progressed, God established another significant covenant through King 
David. 

David desired to build a permanent house for God. Instead, God promised to establish David's 
house. 

Through the prophet Nathan, God declared: 

"Your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be 
established forever" (2 Samuel 7:16). 

This covenant introduced a new dimension into God's redemptive plan. 

A future king would arise from David's line. 

Unlike previous rulers, His kingdom would endure forever. 

The Davidic Covenant became the foundation of Israel's Messianic hope. 

Throughout the centuries, the prophets repeatedly looked forward to a coming ruler who would 
establish justice, righteousness, peace, and God's righteous reign. 

Even after the fall of Jerusalem and the end of the Davidic monarchy, God's promise remained 
intact. 

The expectation of a future Son of David continued to shape Israel's hope and anticipation. 

The New Covenant: The Promise of Transformation 

The prophets eventually recognized that Israel's greatest problem was not political oppression, 
foreign domination, or military weakness. 

The deeper problem lay within the human heart. 

Repeated cycles of disobedience demonstrated that external laws could not produce lasting 
spiritual transformation. 
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Through the prophet Jeremiah, God announced a new covenant: 

"I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts" (Jeremiah 31:33). 

Unlike previous covenants that emphasized external obligations, the New Covenant promised 
internal transformation. 

God promised: 

 Forgiveness of sin. 
 A renewed relationship with Himself. 
 Spiritual renewal. 
 A transformed heart. 
 The inward work necessary for genuine obedience. 

The prophet Ezekiel expanded this promise: 

"I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you" (Ezekiel 36:26). 

The New Covenant addressed humanity's deepest need—not merely instruction but 
transformation. 

It promised a work of God within the human heart that would make true fellowship with Him 
possible. 

One Unified Plan 

When viewed together, these covenants reveal the remarkable unity of Scripture. 

The Abrahamic Covenant establishes God's promise to create a people through whom blessing 
would come to the world. 

The Mosaic Covenant defines the responsibilities of that covenant people and reveals God's 
standards of holiness and righteousness. 

The Davidic Covenant promises a coming King who will establish God's righteous rule. 

The New Covenant promises the spiritual transformation necessary for humanity to experience 
lasting reconciliation with God. 

Each covenant builds upon the previous one. 

None stands alone. 

Together they reveal a single redemptive plan unfolding across centuries of history. 

Far from representing separate religious systems, the covenants function as interconnected 
stages within God's larger purpose. 
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The Covenants and the Messiah 

The ultimate significance of these covenants is found in where they lead. 

The Abrahamic Covenant points toward the promised Seed through whom blessing would come 
to the nations. 

The Mosaic Covenant reveals humanity's need for redemption and points toward a greater 
solution than sacrifices and ceremonies could provide. 

The Davidic Covenant anticipates an eternal King who will reign in righteousness. 

The New Covenant promises the spiritual renewal necessary for restored fellowship with God. 

Each covenant directs our attention forward. 

Each contributes a vital piece of the larger picture. 

Together they prepare the way for the Messiah. 

The promises given to Abraham, the law delivered through Moses, the royal hope established 
through David, and the spiritual renewal promised by the prophets all converge in God's plan of 
redemption. 

The Faithfulness of the Covenant-Keeping God 

Perhaps the most important lesson arising from the covenants is the faithfulness of God. 

Human beings frequently fail. 

Nations rise and fall. 

Leaders disappoint. 

Generations come and go. 

Yet throughout Scripture, God consistently remains faithful to His word. 

The covenants reveal a God who keeps His promises across centuries. 

A promise made to Abraham is remembered generations later. 

A covenant established with David remains significant long after his kingdom has disappeared. 

Promises spoken through the prophets continue to shape biblical hope. 

The story of the covenants is therefore not merely the story of Israel. 
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It is the story of a God whose purposes unfold across history and whose faithfulness endures 
from generation to generation. 

Through the covenants, God established the framework of His redemptive plan. Through them 
He revealed His purposes, preserved His promises, and prepared the way for the fulfillment of 
His work in history. 

To see how those promises were tested, challenged, and ultimately vindicated, we must now 
turn to Israel's remarkable history as a living testimony to the faithfulness of God. 
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Chapter 6  Israel: A Living Testimony to God's Faithfulness 

Among the many themes woven throughout Scripture, few are more prominent than the 
faithfulness of God. From Genesis to Revelation, the Bible reveals a God who keeps His 
promises, fulfills His purposes, and remains true to His word despite human weakness, failure, 
and rebellion. While this truth can be seen throughout biblical history, nowhere is it 
demonstrated more vividly than in God's relationship with Israel. 

Israel's story is far more than the history of an ancient nation. It is a living testimony to the 
character of God. Through centuries of triumph and tragedy, obedience and rebellion, blessing 
and discipline, God consistently demonstrated that His faithfulness does not depend upon 
human perfection. Again and again, Israel failed, yet God remained faithful. 

The story of Israel therefore directs our attention beyond the nation itself to the covenant-
keeping God who called, preserved, disciplined, restored, and sustained His people throughout 
history. 

A Relationship Established by Divine Promise 

Israel's story begins with God's covenant with Abraham. 

When God called Abraham from Mesopotamia, He made promises concerning descendants, 
land, blessing, and a future that extended far beyond Abraham's lifetime. Those promises were 
remarkable because they appeared impossible. Abraham and Sarah were elderly and childless. 
The future nation existed only in God's promise. 

Yet God spoke, and history began moving toward the fulfillment of His word. 

From the beginning, Israel's existence depended not upon human ability but upon divine 
faithfulness. Abraham could not produce the promised nation through his own strength. Isaac's 
birth occurred because God fulfilled His promise. Jacob's family grew into a people because 
God remained faithful to His covenant. 

Israel's very existence testifies to a God who keeps His word. 

The foundation of the nation's history was not human achievement but divine promise. 

The Test of Egypt 

One of the earliest challenges to God's promises occurred in Egypt. 

What began as a family of seventy people eventually became a large population living under 
foreign oppression. For generations, the descendants of Abraham suffered as slaves under 
Pharaoh's rule. 

From a human perspective, God's promises may have appeared distant or forgotten. 

How could a nation fulfill God's purposes while living in bondage? 
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Yet Scripture repeatedly emphasizes that God had not forgotten His covenant. 

When the time came, He raised up Moses, confronted Pharaoh, and delivered His people with 
mighty acts of power. 

The Exodus became one of the greatest demonstrations of divine faithfulness in the Old 
Testament. 

God remembered His promises. 

God fulfilled His word. 

God accomplished exactly what He had declared centuries earlier. 

Israel learned that delays do not indicate divine forgetfulness. God's timing may differ from 
human expectations, but His promises remain secure. 

The Golden Calf: Faithfulness in the Face of Failure 

One of the most striking examples of God's faithfulness appears shortly after Israel's 
deliverance from Egypt. 

At Mount Sinai, while Moses was receiving God's commandments, the people turned to idolatry 
and fashioned a golden calf. 

The rebellion was shocking. 

The nation that had witnessed the plagues, crossed the Red Sea, and experienced God's 
miraculous provision quickly abandoned faithful worship. 

Their actions demonstrated the persistent problem of the human heart. 

Yet even in judgment, God's covenant faithfulness remained evident. 

The consequences of Israel's sin were real. Discipline followed rebellion. Nevertheless, God did 
not abandon His people or revoke His promises. 

Instead, He continued working through them despite their failures. 

This pattern would appear repeatedly throughout Israel's history. 

Human unfaithfulness did not nullify divine faithfulness. 

The Wilderness Years 

The wilderness journey provides another powerful illustration. 

Again and again, the people complained, doubted, and questioned God's goodness. 
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They feared their enemies. 

They resisted God's leadership. 

They longed to return to Egypt. 

As a result, an entire generation failed to enter the Promised Land. 

Yet throughout those forty years, God sustained them. 

He provided manna from heaven. 

He supplied water in the desert. 

He guided them by cloud and fire. 

He preserved their clothing and protected them from destruction. 

Israel's failures brought consequences, but God's commitment to His covenant remained 
unchanged. 

The wilderness reveals a God who disciplines His people without abandoning them. 

The Era of the Judges 

After entering the Promised Land, Israel entered one of the darkest periods in its history. 

The Book of Judges records a recurring cycle: 

 Israel abandoned God. 
 Foreign powers oppressed them. 
 The people cried out for help. 
 God raised up a deliverer. 
 Peace was restored. 

Then the cycle began again. 

The repeated pattern reveals both human instability and divine consistency. 

Israel continually wandered. 

God continually rescued. 

The people repeatedly forgot. 

God repeatedly remembered. 
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The period of the Judges demonstrates that God's faithfulness is not dependent upon human 
consistency. His covenant commitment endured even when His people repeatedly failed to 
honor their responsibilities. 

The Divided Kingdom and Exile 

Perhaps the greatest test of God's promises came during the decline of the monarchy. 

Following the reign of Solomon, the kingdom divided into northern and southern kingdoms. Both 
struggled with idolatry, political corruption, and spiritual compromise. 

Prophets warned the people for generations. 

Yet many refused to listen. 

Eventually the northern kingdom fell to Assyria. 

More than a century later, Judah was conquered by Babylon. 

Jerusalem was destroyed. 

The Temple was burned. 

The people were carried into exile. 

From a human perspective, it appeared that Israel's story had reached its end. 

The covenant people had lost their land. 

The Davidic throne had fallen. 

The Temple lay in ruins. 

The future seemed uncertain. 

Yet even during exile, God's faithfulness remained evident. 

The prophets spoke not only of judgment but also of restoration. 

God preserved a remnant. 

He sustained hope. 

He promised renewal. 

The exile demonstrated that divine discipline and divine faithfulness are not opposites. God 
judged His people because He was faithful to His holiness, and He preserved His people 
because He was faithful to His promises. 
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Restoration and Preservation 

Just as God had promised, the exile did not last forever. 

Under Persian rule, Jewish exiles returned to their homeland. 

Jerusalem was rebuilt. 

The Temple was restored. 

National life resumed. 

Although the restored community never regained the political power of earlier generations, 
God's covenant purposes continued moving forward. 

The return from exile provided another powerful reminder that God's plans cannot be 
permanently frustrated by human failure or historical circumstances. 

Empires rise and fall. 

Political systems change. 

Nations appear and disappear. 

Yet God's purposes continue advancing according to His sovereign will. 

Israel's Preservation Through History 

The testimony of God's faithfulness extends beyond the pages of the Old Testament. 

The continued existence of the Jewish people remains one of history's remarkable realities. 

Ancient nations such as the Assyrians, Babylonians, Edomites, Moabites, and Philistines 
disappeared into history. Their distinct identities gradually faded through conquest, assimilation, 
and cultural change. 

The Jewish people experienced conquest, dispersion, persecution, exile, expulsions, pogroms, 
and the horrors of the Holocaust. 

Yet they endured. 

Across continents and centuries, they preserved their identity, traditions, Scriptures, and 
historical memory. 

For believers, this is more than an interesting historical observation. 

It serves as a visible reminder that God's purposes cannot be erased by human opposition. 
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The preservation of Israel provides a continuing testimony to the reliability of God's promises. 

The Faithfulness Revealed Through the Messiah 

The greatest demonstration of God's faithfulness is found in the coming of the Messiah. 

For centuries, God had promised a Redeemer. 

The prophets spoke of His coming. 

The covenants pointed toward Him. 

Generation after generation waited for the fulfillment of God's promises. 

Then, in the fullness of time, God fulfilled what He had promised. 

Yeshua Christ entered history through the people God had preserved across centuries. 

Despite slavery, wilderness wanderings, civil conflict, foreign conquest, exile, and political 
upheaval, God's redemptive plan moved forward exactly as He intended. 

The arrival of the Messiah demonstrated that God's promises do not expire. 

What God declares, He fulfills. 

What God promises, He accomplishes. 

The Greater Lesson: The Character of God 

Ultimately, Israel's history points beyond Israel itself. 

The central message is not the greatness of a nation but the greatness of God. 

Israel's story reveals: 

 A God who keeps His promises. 
 A God who remains faithful despite human failure. 
 A God who disciplines without abandoning. 
 A God who restores after judgment. 
 A God who governs history according to His purposes. 
 A God whose mercy endures from generation to generation. 

Throughout Israel's history, human weakness repeatedly appeared. 

Yet divine faithfulness proved greater. 

Again and again, God demonstrated that His purposes are not dependent upon human 
perfection. He remains true to His word because His faithfulness flows from His character. 
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A Living Witness to Every Generation 

The story of Israel remains a powerful testimony for believers today. 

When circumstances appear uncertain, Israel reminds us that God's promises remain secure. 

When failure seems overwhelming, Israel reminds us that God's grace is greater than human 
weakness. 

When history appears chaotic, Israel reminds us that God continues to govern events according 
to His purposes. 

The God who called Abraham, delivered Israel from Egypt, preserved a remnant through exile, 
and fulfilled His promises through the Messiah remains unchanged. 

His character has not altered. 

His purposes have not failed. 

His promises remain certain. 

The history of Israel therefore stands as one of the clearest demonstrations in all of Scripture 
that God is faithful. 

Generation after generation, century after century, He has proven Himself worthy of trust. 

The story of Israel is ultimately the story of a covenant-keeping God whose faithfulness never 
fails. 

To understand the highest expression of that faithfulness, we must now turn to the central figure 
of God's redemptive plan—the Messiah through whom God's promises find their ultimate 
fulfillment. 
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Chapter 7  Israel and the Coming of the Messiah 

At the heart of Israel's election stands a purpose greater than national identity, territorial 
inheritance, political influence, or even the preservation of divine revelation. The ultimate 
purpose of Israel's calling was the coming of the Messiah. 

From the moment God called Abraham, the biblical narrative begins moving toward a specific 
destination. The story of Scripture is not a collection of disconnected events but a unified 
account of God's plan to redeem humanity. Generation after generation, covenant after 
covenant, promise after promise, God guided history toward the arrival of the One through 
whom salvation would be offered to the world. 

The election of Israel therefore finds its highest significance in the coming of the Messiah. 
Through Israel, God prepared the stage upon which the drama of redemption would unfold. 
Through Israel came the covenants, the prophets, the Scriptures, and ultimately the Savior 
Himself. 

Understanding this truth is essential for understanding both Israel's role and God's redemptive 
plan. Israel was chosen not as an end in itself but as the people through whom the Redeemer 
would enter human history. 

The First Promise of Redemption 

The expectation of a coming Deliverer begins long before the formation of Israel. 

Immediately after humanity's fall into sin, God spoke to the serpent: 

"And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He 
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel" (Genesis 3:15). 

This verse is often called the first Gospel because it contains the earliest promise of humanity's 
ultimate victory over evil. 

Although the details remained hidden, God revealed that a future descendant would come who 
would defeat the power of sin and Satan. 

From that moment onward, Scripture traces the unfolding line through which that promised 
Redeemer would come. 

The rest of the biblical story reveals how God progressively narrowed and clarified that promise. 

The Promise Given to Abraham 

The next major development occurs in God's covenant with Abraham. 

When God called Abraham, He promised not only descendants and land but also a future 
blessing that would extend to all peoples. 
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God declared: 

"In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed" (Genesis 12:3). 

This promise looked beyond Abraham himself. 

Through Abraham's descendants, God would accomplish something that would affect the entire 
world. 

The New Testament identifies the ultimate fulfillment of this promise in Yeshua Christ. 

The blessing promised to Abraham was not merely national prosperity or political influence. It 
ultimately pointed to the salvation that would come through the Messiah. 

From this point forward, God's redemptive plan became linked to Abraham's family. 

The Covenant Line Preserved 

One of the remarkable features of Scripture is the careful preservation of the covenant line. 

God chose Isaac rather than Ishmael. 

He chose Jacob rather than Esau. 

From Jacob emerged the twelve tribes of Israel. 

The biblical narrative repeatedly focuses attention on the descendants through whom God's 
promises would continue. 

This preservation was not accidental. 

Throughout Israel's history, God was safeguarding the lineage through which the promised 
Redeemer would come. 

The covenant line survived famine, slavery, exile, foreign oppression, and countless threats 
because God's purposes were moving toward a predetermined goal. 

The Messiah would come exactly as God had promised. 

The Promise to Judah 

As Jacob approached the end of his life, he pronounced blessings upon his sons. 

When he came to Judah, he spoke words of extraordinary significance: 

"The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
comes" (Genesis 49:10). 
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This prophecy narrowed the Messianic line further. 

The future ruler would come from the tribe of Judah. 

From this point onward, the biblical narrative increasingly focuses upon Judah's role within 
God's plan. 

The promise of a coming King began to emerge with greater clarity. 

The Davidic Covenant and the Messianic King 

The promise became even more specific during the reign of David. 

God established a covenant with David and declared: 

"Your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be 
established forever" (2 Samuel 7:16). 

This covenant became one of the most important foundations of Messianic hope. 

An eternal kingdom required an eternal King. 

Although David's immediate descendants would continue his royal line, the ultimate fulfillment of 
this promise pointed beyond any ordinary human ruler. 

The prophets repeatedly drew upon this covenant when speaking of a future King who would 
reign in righteousness and establish God's rule forever. 

The Messiah would be the Son of David. 

He would inherit the promises associated with David's throne and bring God's purposes to 
completion. 

The Voice of the Prophets 

Throughout the centuries, God raised up prophets who expanded and clarified the hope of the 
Messiah. 

Isaiah spoke of a child who would be called: 

"Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace" (Isaiah 9:6). 

He described a servant who would suffer for the sins of others: 

"He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities" (Isaiah 53:5). 

Micah identified Bethlehem as the Messiah's birthplace: 
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"Out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel" (Micah 5:2). 

Jeremiah spoke of a righteous Branch from David's line. 

Zechariah foretold a humble King entering Jerusalem on a donkey. 

Again and again, the prophets added details to the portrait of the coming Redeemer. 

Their messages were delivered across centuries, yet together they formed a remarkably unified 
expectation. 

Israel lived in anticipation of the One whom God had promised to send. 

The Preservation of Israel for the Sake of the Promise 

As we have already seen, Israel endured extraordinary challenges throughout its history. 

The nation experienced slavery in Egypt, warfare in Canaan, division of the kingdom, foreign 
invasions, exile, and dispersion. 

At numerous points, the future appeared uncertain. 

Yet through every crisis, God preserved His people. 

The reason becomes increasingly clear when viewed through the lens of redemption. 

God was preserving more than a nation. 

He was preserving the covenant line. 

He was preserving the promises. 

He was preserving the pathway through which the Messiah would come. 

The survival of Israel was inseparably connected to the fulfillment of God's redemptive 
purposes. 

The story of Israel's preservation ultimately leads to the story of the Messiah's arrival. 

The Fullness of Time 

After centuries of prophetic expectation, the moment finally arrived. 

The Apostle Paul described it this way: 

"But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son" (Galatians 4:4). 

The coming of Yeshua was not an afterthought in God's plan. 
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It was the culmination of everything that had come before. 

The promises given to Abraham. 

The covenant established with David. 

The messages proclaimed by the prophets. 

The preservation of Israel throughout history. 

All of these converged in the birth of Yeshua Christ. 

The long-awaited Messiah had come. 

Yeshua: Israel's Messiah and the World's Savior 

Yeshua entered history as a Jew, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Judah, 
and an heir to David's royal line. 

He fulfilled the qualifications established throughout centuries of biblical revelation. 

Yet His mission extended far beyond Israel. 

He came as Israel's Messiah, but He also came as the Savior of the world. 

His ministry fulfilled the promises given to Israel while simultaneously opening the door of 
salvation to all nations. 

In Him, the purposes of election reached their intended goal. 

Through Israel came the Messiah. 

Through the Messiah came redemption. 

Through redemption came the offer of salvation to all humanity. 

The promise to Abraham that all nations would be blessed now found its fulfillment. 

The Cross and the Fulfillment of God's Plan 

The climax of the Messiah's mission occurred at the cross. 

What appeared to be defeat became the means through which God accomplished salvation. 

The sacrificial system pointed to this moment. 

The Passover anticipated this moment. 
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The prophetic promises anticipated this moment. 

Yeshua bore the consequences of sin and provided the atonement that humanity could never 
achieve through its own efforts. 

His death fulfilled what generations of sacrifices had symbolized. 

His resurrection demonstrated His victory over sin and death. 

Through Him, reconciliation with God became possible. 

The Messiah accomplished what Israel's priesthood, sacrifices, and institutions could only 
foreshadow. 

The Blessing Extends to the Nations 

The coming of the Messiah revealed the universal scope of God's redemptive plan. 

The blessing promised to Abraham was never intended to remain within the boundaries of one 
nation. 

From the beginning, God's purpose embraced the world. 

After His resurrection, Yeshua commissioned His followers: 

"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations" (Matthew 28:19). 

The mission that began with Abraham now expanded globally. 

The Messiah who came through Israel became the Savior proclaimed among all peoples. 

God's redemptive purpose reached beyond ethnic, cultural, and national boundaries. 

What began with one family now embraced every nation. 

The Fulfillment of Israel's Calling 

The coming of the Messiah represents the highest fulfillment of Israel's election. 

God chose Abraham. 

God established a covenant people. 

God preserved Israel through centuries of history. 

God raised up prophets and kings. 

God sustained the covenant line. 
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Why? 

So that, in the fullness of time, the Messiah would come. 

Israel's election was never intended to terminate with Israel. 

Its purpose was always larger. 

Through Israel, God revealed His truth. 

Through Israel, He demonstrated His faithfulness. 

Through Israel, He preserved His promises. 

And through Israel, He brought forth the Messiah. 

The significance of Israel's election is therefore inseparable from the coming of Christ. 

The Messiah stands at the center of Israel's story and at the center of God's redemptive plan. 
Every covenant, every promise, every prophecy, and every act of divine preservation ultimately 
points to Him. 

In Yeshua Christ, the purposes of election find their ultimate fulfillment, and through Him God's 
blessing extends to the ends of the earth. 

To fully appreciate the significance of Israel's election, however, we must also consider its 
relationship to the nations. Was God's choice of Israel intended to exclude other peoples, or 
was it part of a larger plan embracing all humanity? That question leads us to the next chapter: 
Israel, the Nations, and God's Universal Plan. 
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Chapter 8  Israel, the Nations, and God's Universal Plan 

One of the most persistent misunderstandings concerning God's election of Israel is the belief 
that His choice of one nation meant the exclusion of all others. Some readers of Scripture 
assume that because God entered into a unique covenant relationship with Israel, His concern 
was limited primarily to the Jewish people. Others view Israel's election as evidence of divine 
favoritism rather than an expression of God's larger redemptive purpose. 

A careful reading of Scripture reveals the opposite. 

From the beginning, God's election of Israel was never intended to exclude the nations but to 
provide the means through which the nations would be blessed. Israel occupied a unique place 
within God's plan, yet that place was always connected to God's concern for the entire human 
family. 

The story of Israel is therefore inseparable from God's love for the world. The God who chose 
Israel is also the Creator of every nation, every people, and every language. His purposes have 
always extended beyond the boundaries of a single nation toward the redemption of humanity 
itself. 

Understanding this truth is essential because it helps us see Israel's election within its proper 
biblical context. God's choice of Israel was not the narrowing of His concern but the means 
through which His concern for all people would be revealed. 

God's Concern for All Humanity 

The universal scope of God's purpose can be seen from the opening chapters of Scripture. 

Before there was an Israel, there was humanity. 

Before there was a covenant nation, there was a human race created in God's image. 

The Bible begins not with the story of one nation but with the story of all people. Adam and Eve 
represent humanity as a whole. The Flood affected the entire world. The descendants of Noah 
became the ancestors of all nations. 

From the beginning, God's concern embraced the whole human family. 

Even after the nations were scattered at Babel, God did not abandon them. Instead, He initiated 
a plan through which they would eventually be brought back into relationship with Him. 

That plan began with the call of Abraham. 

The Promise to Abraham and the Nations 

When God called Abraham, He made promises that would shape the course of biblical history. 

Among those promises was one that reveals the universal nature of God's purpose: 
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"In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed" (Genesis 12:3). 

This statement is one of the most important verses in understanding Israel's role in Scripture. 

God chose Abraham specifically, but His purpose extended universally. 

The promise did not end with Abraham. 

It did not end with Israel. 

It pointed toward a future blessing that would reach every nation. 

From the very beginning, God's election of Abraham carried a global dimension. Israel would 
become the instrument through which God would bring His blessing to the world. 

This promise serves as a lens through which the entire biblical narrative should be viewed. 

The Nations in the Old Testament 

Contrary to popular assumptions, the Old Testament contains numerous examples of God's 
concern for people outside Israel. 

Melchizedek appears before the formation of Israel as a priest of the Most High God. 

Rahab, a Canaanite woman, demonstrated faith and became part of Israel's story. 

Ruth, a Moabite, embraced the God of Israel and became an ancestor of David and ultimately of 
the Messiah. 

Naaman, a Syrian military commander, experienced God's healing and acknowledged the God 
of Israel. 

The people of Nineveh responded to Jonah's message and received God's mercy. 

These examples reveal a consistent pattern. 

While Israel occupied a unique covenant position, God's grace was never restricted to ethnic 
Israel alone. 

People from many nations responded to God's revelation and experienced His mercy. 

The nations were not forgotten participants standing outside God's purposes. They were always 
part of His larger plan. 

Israel's Witness Among the Nations 

As we saw in the previous chapter, Israel was called to function as a kingdom of priests. 
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Part of that priestly mission involved serving as a witness to the surrounding nations. 

God intended Israel's national life to demonstrate His character. 

Their worship was to reveal His holiness. 

Their laws were to reflect His justice. 

Their compassion for the vulnerable was to display His mercy. 

Their obedience was to testify to His wisdom. 

Moses reminded Israel: 

"Surely I have taught you statutes and judgments... for this is your wisdom and your 
understanding in the sight of the peoples" (Deuteronomy 4:5–6). 

The surrounding nations were meant to observe Israel and recognize the greatness of Israel's 
God. 

Israel's calling was therefore never purely inward. 

The nation existed not only for itself but also as a witness to others. 

A Light to the Nations 

The prophet Isaiah expressed Israel's mission with remarkable clarity. 

God declared: 

"I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, that You should be My salvation to the ends of the 
earth" (Isaiah 49:6). 

The image of light is significant. 

Light exists to illuminate darkness. 

It is not meant to remain hidden. 

Likewise, Israel was called to make the knowledge of God visible in a spiritually dark world. 

This calling reflected God's desire that all peoples come to know Him. 

The nations were not outside His concern. 

They were the intended recipients of the light He entrusted to Israel. 

Israel's election therefore carried a missionary purpose. 
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God chose one nation so that ultimately all nations might come to know Him. 

The Prophetic Vision of the Nations 

The prophets repeatedly looked beyond Israel toward a future in which the nations would share 
in God's blessings. 

Isaiah envisioned a day when peoples from many nations would come seeking the Lord: 

"Many people shall come and say, 'Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD'" 
(Isaiah 2:3). 

Zechariah spoke of many nations joining themselves to the Lord. 

The Psalms repeatedly call upon all peoples to praise God. 

Again and again, the prophetic vision extends beyond Israel. 

The future envisioned by the prophets is not one in which Israel alone experiences God's 
blessing, but one in which people from every nation participate in His redemption. 

The Old Testament therefore anticipates a global expansion of God's purposes. 

The Messiah and God's Universal Purpose 

The coming of the Messiah represents the climax of God's plan for the nations. 

Yeshua came as Israel's Messiah, fulfilling the promises given to Abraham, David, and the 
prophets. Yet His mission was never limited to Israel alone. 

From the beginning of His life, the universal dimension of His mission is evident. 

Wise men from distant lands came to worship Him. 

His ministry included encounters with Samaritans, Romans, and other Gentiles. 

He praised the faith of non-Jews and demonstrated compassion beyond ethnic boundaries. 

Most importantly, He fulfilled the promise given to Abraham by becoming the means through 
which God's blessing would reach the world. 

Through Israel came the Messiah. 

Through the Messiah came salvation. 

Through salvation came the invitation to all nations. 
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The Great Commission 

Following His resurrection, Yeshua expanded the mission that had been developing throughout 
Scripture. 

He commanded His followers: 

"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations" (Matthew 28:19). 

This commission represents the fulfillment of God's longstanding purpose. 

What began with Abraham's calling now extends to the entire world. 

The blessing promised in Genesis reaches every nation through the proclamation of the Gospel. 

The Messiah who came through Israel is now proclaimed among all peoples. 

The mission is no longer centered upon one geographical location or one nation. It extends to 
the ends of the earth. 

The universal scope of God's redemptive plan becomes unmistakably clear. 

One God, One Plan, One Humanity 

The relationship between Israel and the nations reveals the remarkable unity of Scripture. 

Israel was chosen. 

The nations were blessed through that choice. 

Israel received the covenants. 

The nations were invited to share in the blessings flowing from God's redemptive plan. 

Israel preserved the promises. 

The nations benefited from their fulfillment. 

God's plan was never divided between competing purposes. 

The election of Israel and the blessing of the nations are not opposing ideas. 

They are complementary parts of a single redemptive strategy. 

God chose one people in order to bless all peoples. 

He established one covenant nation in order to extend His salvation to the world. 
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The Universal Love of God 

Ultimately, the story of Israel and the nations reveals the breadth of God's love. 

The election of Israel was never evidence that God cared only for one nation. 

Rather, it demonstrated the means by which He intended to reveal Himself to all nations. 

Through Israel, God preserved His truth. 

Through Israel, He demonstrated His faithfulness. 

Through Israel, He brought forth the Messiah. 

And through the Messiah, He opened the door of redemption to every tribe, language, people, 
and nation. 

The election of Israel therefore stands not as evidence of exclusion but as evidence of invitation. 

It reveals a God whose purposes are global, whose mercy extends to all peoples, and whose 
plan of redemption embraces the entire world. 

The story of Israel is ultimately part of a much larger story—the story of God's determination to 
bring salvation to humanity through the Messiah. 

Yet questions remain. If Israel played such a central role in God's plan, what should believers 
make of Israel's unbelief, the growth of the Church, and the relationship between Israel and 
God's continuing purposes? These questions are addressed directly by the Apostle Paul in one 
of the most important passages of the New Testament. 

It is to that discussion that we now turn in Romans 9–11. 
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Chapter 9  Romans 9–11 and the Continuing Discussion 

Few passages in the New Testament have generated more discussion concerning Israel than 
Romans 9–11. In these three chapters, the Apostle Paul addresses questions that remain 
significant for Christians today: 

Has God rejected Israel? 

What does Israel's unbelief mean for God's promises? 

How should Gentile believers understand their relationship to Israel? 

Does Israel still have a role in God's redemptive plan? 

These questions were not merely theoretical for Paul. As a Jewish believer in Yeshua the 
Messiah, he carried a deep burden for his people. He understood both the privileges Israel had 
received and the tragedy that many of his fellow Jews had not recognized Yeshua as the 
promised Messiah. 

Romans 9–11 forms a unified argument in which Paul addresses God's sovereignty, Israel's 
response to the Gospel, and God's continuing faithfulness to His purposes. Together, these 
chapters provide one of the most important biblical foundations for understanding the 
relationship between Israel, the Church, and God's unfolding plan of redemption. 

Christians have reached different conclusions regarding some aspects of these chapters, and 
various theological traditions interpret certain passages differently. Nevertheless, Romans 9–11 
remains essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the biblical doctrine of election, the 
faithfulness of God, and the place of Israel within salvation history. 

The Context of Paul's Discussion 

Before examining Paul's argument, it is important to understand the situation he was 
addressing. 

The Gospel had spread rapidly throughout the Roman world. Increasing numbers of Gentiles 
were coming to faith in Christ. At the same time, many Jewish people were rejecting the Gospel 
message. 

This situation raised a profound theological question. 

If Israel had received God's covenants, promises, and prophetic revelations, how could so many 
Israelites reject their Messiah? 

Had God's promises failed? 

Had God abandoned His people? 

Had the Church replaced Israel within God's purposes? 
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Paul's answer is clear from the outset. 

God's promises have not failed. 

God remains faithful. 

The apparent tension between Israel's unbelief and God's promises must be understood within 
the larger framework of God's sovereign plan. 

Romans 9: God's Sovereignty in Election 

Romans 9 begins with Paul's personal anguish over Israel's unbelief. 

He writes: 

"I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart" (Romans 9:2). 

Paul's concern reflects both his love for his people and his awareness of the privileges Israel 
had received. 

He lists several blessings that belonged to Israel: 

 The adoption. 
 The glory. 
 The covenants. 
 The giving of the Law. 
 The worship. 
 The promises. 
 The patriarchs. 
 The Messiah according to the flesh. 

These blessings demonstrate Israel's unique role within God's redemptive plan. 

Yet Paul immediately addresses the critical question: 

"It is not that the word of God has taken no effect" (Romans 9:6). 

Israel's widespread unbelief does not mean that God's promises have failed. 

Paul then turns to several Old Testament examples to illustrate God's sovereign freedom in 
directing His redemptive purposes. 

Isaac and Ishmael 

Although both Isaac and Ishmael were Abraham's sons, the covenant promises continued 
through Isaac. 
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Paul's point is not that God loved one son and hated the other. Rather, he demonstrates that 
God's covenant purposes advanced through the line He had chosen. 

God's redemptive plan unfolded according to His sovereign design. 

Jacob and Esau 

Paul next points to Jacob and Esau. 

Before either child was born, God declared: 

"The older shall serve the younger" (Romans 9:12). 

Paul uses this example to emphasize that God's redemptive purposes do not originate in human 
achievement. 

God's plan was established according to His sovereign will. 

At the same time, Scripture never presents human beings as passive participants. Throughout 
Romans, Paul consistently affirms both divine sovereignty and human responsibility. 

Pharaoh and Divine Purpose 

Paul also discusses Pharaoh. 

Pharaoh repeatedly hardened his heart against God's commands, yet God used even 
Pharaoh's resistance to display His power and accomplish His purposes. 

The lesson is clear. 

Human rebellion cannot ultimately frustrate God's plan. 

Even opposition becomes subject to His sovereign purposes. 

The Potter and the Clay 

Paul summarizes this section through the image of a potter and clay. 

Just as a potter possesses authority over his creation, God possesses authority over His 
creation. 

Romans 9 therefore emphasizes a foundational truth: 

God remains sovereign over history. 

His purposes originate in His wisdom rather than in human initiative. 
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For Paul, Israel's present situation does not demonstrate God's failure but His continuing control 
over history. 

Romans 10: Human Responsibility and the Response of Faith 

If Romans 9 emphasizes God's sovereignty, Romans 10 emphasizes human responsibility. 

Paul begins by expressing his desire for Israel's salvation: 

"My heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved" (Romans 10:1). 

Although many Israelites possessed zeal for God, Paul argues that zeal alone is insufficient. 

The problem was not a lack of religious commitment but a failure to recognize God's provision in 
the Messiah. 

Paul explains that righteousness comes through faith rather than through human efforts to 
establish righteousness independently. 

The Gospel is available to all who believe. 

He writes: 

"Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Romans 10:13). 

This declaration reflects the universal scope of God's redemptive plan. 

Salvation is not restricted by ethnicity, nationality, or social status. 

Both Jews and Gentiles are invited to respond to the Gospel through faith. 

Yet with invitation comes responsibility. 

People must hear. 

They must respond. 

They must believe. 

Paul therefore emphasizes the necessity of proclaiming the Gospel. 

Faith comes through hearing the message concerning Christ. 

Romans 10 reminds readers that divine sovereignty does not eliminate human responsibility. 

God calls people to respond to His revelation. 
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Romans 11: God's Continuing Faithfulness 

Romans 11 brings Paul's argument to its climax. 

Having addressed God's sovereignty and human responsibility, Paul now considers Israel's 
future. 

He begins with a direct question: 

"Has God cast away His people?" (Romans 11:1). 

His answer is immediate and emphatic: 

"Certainly not!" 

This declaration stands as one of the most important statements in the entire discussion. 

Paul rejects the idea that God has permanently abandoned Israel. 

The Remnant According to Grace 

Paul first points to himself as evidence. 

He is an Israelite who has believed in Christ. 

He then reminds his readers of Elijah's day, when God preserved seven thousand faithful 
believers despite widespread apostasy. 

Likewise, in Paul's own time, there remained: 

"A remnant according to the election of grace" (Romans 11:5). 

Throughout Israel's history, God has consistently preserved a faithful remnant. 

This pattern demonstrates His continuing faithfulness. 

The Olive Tree Illustration 

Paul next introduces the famous illustration of the olive tree. 

In this image: 

 The root represents God's covenant promises. 
 Natural branches represent Israel. 
 Wild branches represent believing Gentiles. 

Some natural branches were broken off because of unbelief. 
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Wild branches were grafted in through faith. 

Yet the root remains unchanged. 

The image emphasizes continuity rather than replacement. 

Gentile believers do not create a new root. 

They share in blessings that flow from God's covenant purposes. 

A Warning Against Arrogance 

One of the most important applications in Romans 11 is Paul's warning to Gentile believers. 

He writes: 

"Do not boast against the branches" (Romans 11:18). 

Paul recognized the danger that Gentile Christians might conclude that God had permanently 
rejected Israel and that they themselves now occupied a position of superiority. 

Such an attitude misunderstands both grace and history. 

Believers stand by faith, not by personal merit. 

The blessings they enjoy come through God's grace rather than through inherent superiority. 

Paul therefore calls for humility. 

Throughout history, misunderstandings regarding Israel and the Church have at times 
contributed to anti-Jewish attitudes and forms of prejudice that stand contrary to the spirit of 
Paul's teaching. 

Romans 11 provides a powerful corrective. 

The proper response is humility, gratitude, and recognition of God's faithfulness. 

"All Israel Shall Be Saved" 

Romans 11 culminates in one of the most discussed statements in the New Testament: 

"And so all Israel will be saved" (Romans 11:26). 

Christians have interpreted this statement in various ways. 

Some understand it as referring to a future large-scale turning of Jewish people to the Messiah. 

Others interpret it differently within broader theological frameworks. 
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While interpretations differ, Paul's central emphasis remains clear. 

Israel's story is not finished. 

God's faithfulness remains intact. 

The same God who called Abraham continues to work out His purposes in history. 

The Irrevocable Calling of God 

Paul summarizes his argument with one of the most important declarations in Scripture: 

"For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable" (Romans 11:29). 

This statement captures the central theme of Romans 9–11. 

God remains faithful to His promises. 

Human failure cannot nullify divine faithfulness. 

Temporary unbelief cannot overturn God's purposes. 

The God who called Abraham remains faithful. 

The God who established covenants remains faithful. 

The God who preserved Israel remains faithful. 

The God who sent the Messiah remains faithful. 

And the God who governs history remains faithful. 

The Continuing Discussion 

Romans 9–11 has been the subject of theological discussion throughout church history. 

Christians have debated: 

 The relationship between Israel and the Church. 
 The meaning of election. 
 The interpretation of "all Israel." 
 The nature of prophetic fulfillment. 
 The relationship between divine sovereignty and human responsibility. 

These discussions have produced a variety of perspectives. 

Faithful believers have sometimes reached different conclusions regarding specific details. 
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While those discussions remain important, several foundational truths emerge clearly from 
Paul's argument. 

First, God is sovereign over history. 

Second, human beings remain responsible for their response to God's revelation. 

Third, God's promises have not failed. 

Fourth, God's covenant faithfulness remains intact. 

Fifth, believers must approach these issues with humility rather than arrogance. 

The Faithfulness of God at the Center 

Ultimately, Romans 9–11 is not merely about Israel. 

It is about the character of God. 

Paul's purpose is to demonstrate that God remains faithful to His promises despite human 
unbelief and apparent setbacks. 

The central question is not whether God can be trusted with Israel. 

The central question is whether God can be trusted at all. 

Paul's answer is emphatic. 

God's promises stand. 

His purposes endure. 

His mercy remains available. 

His faithfulness never fails. 

Romans 9–11 therefore serves as a fitting culmination of this study. These chapters remind us 
that divine election is rooted in God's sovereignty, human responsibility remains real, future 
hope remains alive, and God's faithfulness remains unshaken. 

In the end, the story of Israel is not merely the story of a nation. It is the story of a God whose 
promises endure, whose mercy triumphs, and whose purposes will ultimately be fulfilled 
according to His perfect plan. 

Having considered Paul's theological reflections on Israel and God's faithfulness, we are now 
prepared to ask a practical question: What lessons should believers today draw from Israel's 
story? That question forms the subject of our next chapter. 
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Chapter 10  Practical Lessons for Believers 

The study of Israel's election is far more than an exploration of ancient history or theological 
doctrine. While understanding God's relationship with Israel is important in its own right, 
Scripture was not given merely to inform the mind but also to transform the heart. The Apostle 
Paul reminds believers that the things recorded in Scripture were written for our instruction, 
encouragement, and hope (Romans 15:4). 

Throughout this study, we have examined God's pattern of election, the calling of Abraham, the 
formation of Israel, the covenants, the priestly mission of the nation, the coming of the Messiah, 
God's concern for the nations, and His unwavering faithfulness despite human failure. Together, 
these themes reveal profound truths not only about Israel but also about the character of God 
and His relationship with all who trust Him. 

The story of Israel ultimately points beyond itself. It reveals a God who is faithful, gracious, 
sovereign, holy, and purposeful. As believers reflect upon Israel's history, several practical 
lessons emerge that can strengthen faith, deepen trust, and inspire greater commitment to 
God's purposes. 

God's Faithfulness: We Can Trust His Promises 

Perhaps the most important lesson believers can learn from Israel's history is the faithfulness of 
God. 

From the moment God called Abraham, He made promises that appeared impossible. Abraham 
and Sarah were childless. The future nation existed only in God's promise. Yet God fulfilled His 
word. 

He multiplied Abraham's descendants. 

He delivered Israel from Egypt. 

He preserved His people through the wilderness. 

He sustained them through exile. 

He fulfilled His promise to send the Messiah. 

Again and again, God proved Himself faithful. 

What makes this faithfulness even more remarkable is that it was demonstrated despite 
repeated human failure. Israel's story is not one of perfect obedience. It is a story of imperfect 
people sustained by a faithful God. 

Had God's promises depended entirely upon human performance, Israel's story would have 
ended long ago. Instead, God remained faithful because His promises ultimately rest upon His 
character. 
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The prophet Jeremiah expressed this truth by comparing God's covenant faithfulness to the 
fixed order of creation itself: 

"If those ordinances depart from before Me ... then the seed of Israel shall also cease from 
being a nation before Me forever" (Jeremiah 31:36). 

For believers today, this truth provides profound assurance. 

When God promises forgiveness, He is faithful. 

When He promises wisdom, He is faithful. 

When He promises His presence, He is faithful. 

When He promises eternal life, He is faithful. 

Circumstances may change. 

Emotions may fluctuate. 

Human relationships may disappoint. 

Yet God's promises remain secure because they are anchored in His unchanging character. 

The history of Israel teaches us that God's faithfulness is not measured by immediate 
circumstances but by His unwavering commitment to fulfill His purposes. 

God's Grace: God Works Through Imperfect People 

A second lesson emerging from Israel's history is the reality of God's grace. 

The Bible presents its heroes with remarkable honesty. 

Abraham struggled with fear. 

Jacob practiced deception. 

Moses doubted his calling. 

David committed serious sin. 

Jonah resisted God's command. 

The nation of Israel repeatedly wandered from God. 

Yet God continued working through them. 
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This truth stands in sharp contrast to common human assumptions. We often imagine that God 
primarily uses exceptionally gifted, spiritually mature, or morally flawless individuals. Scripture 
repeatedly demonstrates otherwise. 

God works through imperfect people. 

This does not mean that sin is insignificant or that obedience is unnecessary. Israel experienced 
real consequences for disobedience, and Scripture consistently takes sin seriously. 

Yet Israel's story demonstrates that human weakness does not automatically cancel God's 
purposes. 

Again and again, God restored, forgave, corrected, and continued His work through flawed 
individuals and communities. 

This reality offers hope to every believer. 

Many Christians struggle with feelings of inadequacy. They focus on their failures, weaknesses, 
mistakes, and shortcomings. They wonder whether God can truly use them. 

Israel's history provides a clear answer. 

God specializes in working through imperfect people. 

The same God who used Abraham despite his fears, Moses despite his doubts, David despite 
his failures, and Israel despite its repeated rebellion continues to work through ordinary 
believers today. 

Grace does not excuse sin. 

Rather, grace demonstrates that God's ability to accomplish His purposes exceeds our ability to 
hinder them. 

God's Sovereignty: His Purposes Cannot Be Frustrated 

A third lesson concerns the sovereignty of God. 

Throughout Israel's history, circumstances often appeared to threaten God's promises. 

The descendants of Abraham were enslaved in Egypt. 

The nation wandered in the wilderness. 

Foreign armies invaded the land. 

The kingdom divided. 

The northern kingdom fell to Assyria. 
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Judah was conquered by Babylon. 

Jerusalem was destroyed. 

The people were scattered among the nations. 

From a human perspective, many of these events appeared disastrous. At various moments, it 
may have seemed that God's plan was failing. 

Yet Scripture reveals a different reality. 

Behind every event stood a sovereign God directing history toward His intended purposes. 

Empires rose and fell according to His plan. 

Kings ruled and passed away according to His purposes. 

Exile became preparation for restoration. 

Judgment became preparation for renewal. 

Even the crucifixion of the Messiah became the means through which salvation was 
accomplished. 

Again and again, God demonstrated that His purposes cannot be frustrated. 

This lesson remains deeply relevant for believers today. 

Life often includes setbacks, disappointments, hardships, and unanswered questions. There are 
moments when circumstances appear confusing or even contrary to God's promises. 

Israel's history reminds us that God sees the entire picture. 

What appears to be a setback may become preparation. 

What appears to be defeat may become the pathway to victory. 

What appears to be an ending may become the beginning of something new. 

Believers may not always understand what God is doing, but they can trust that He remains 
sovereign over every circumstance. 

God's Mission: We Are Called to Be Instruments of Blessing 

Throughout this study we have seen that God's purposes consistently move outward. 

God blessed Abraham so that blessing would extend to others. 
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God entrusted Israel with truth so that the nations might know Him. 

God sent the Messiah so that salvation might reach the world. 

This pattern reveals an important principle. 

God's blessings are not intended to terminate with those who receive them. 

They are intended to flow through them. 

Believers therefore share in God's mission. 

The Church is called to proclaim the Gospel, demonstrate God's love, care for those in need, 
pursue justice, and serve as witnesses to Christ in the world. 

Faith is not merely something to be possessed. 

It is something to be lived. 

The same God who called Israel to be a light among the nations calls believers today to reflect 
His character wherever they live and serve. 

Every Christian has been entrusted with opportunities to become an instrument of blessing to 
others. 

Humility: Remembering That Salvation Is by Grace 

Romans 11 contains one of the most important practical warnings in the New Testament. 

Paul cautions Gentile believers: 

"Do not boast against the branches" (Romans 11:18). 

His warning remains relevant today. 

Pride has always been a danger for God's people. 

We are tempted to view ourselves as more deserving, more spiritual, or more important than 
others. 

Yet the story of redemption leaves no room for arrogance. 

Everything we possess comes by grace. 

Our salvation is by grace. 

Our calling is by grace. 
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Our relationship with God is by grace. 

Humility is therefore the appropriate response to God's work in our lives. 

The more we understand God's faithfulness, the less reason we have for pride and the greater 
reason we have for gratitude. 

Hope: God's Story Is Not Finished 

Israel's history also teaches believers the importance of hope. 

Again and again, situations appeared hopeless. 

Abraham waited years for the promised son. 

Israel suffered in Egypt. 

Jerusalem fell to Babylon. 

The people experienced exile and dispersion. 

Yet God continued working. 

His purposes moved forward even when they could not be fully seen. 

This truth encourages believers who face uncertainty today. 

God's work is often larger than what we can presently observe. 

His purposes continue even when circumstances seem discouraging. 

His promises remain secure even when fulfillment appears distant. 

Hope is not wishful thinking. 

Biblical hope is confident trust in the faithfulness of God. 

Because God has proven faithful throughout history, believers can trust Him with the future. 

The Greatest Lesson: The Character of God 

Ultimately, the greatest lesson arising from Israel's story concerns the character of God. 

The central figure in Scripture is not Abraham. 

It is not Moses. 

It is not David. 
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It is not Israel. 

The true hero of the biblical story is God Himself. 

Israel's history reveals: 

 A God who keeps His promises. 
 A God who remains faithful despite human failure. 
 A God who extends grace to imperfect people. 
 A God who governs history according to His purposes. 
 A God who desires the salvation of the nations. 
 A God who fulfills every promise He makes. 

Everything else in the story points back to Him. 

The purpose of studying Israel is therefore not simply to understand a nation. 

It is to know more deeply the God who called that nation and worked through it to accomplish 
His redemptive purposes. 

Living in Light of God's Faithfulness 

As believers reflect upon the history of Israel, they are invited to respond personally to the truths 
revealed throughout Scripture. 

We are called to trust God's promises because He is faithful. 

We are called to depend upon His grace because He works through imperfect people. 

We are called to submit to His sovereignty because His purposes cannot fail. 

We are called to participate in His mission because His blessing is meant to be shared. 

We are called to walk in humility because salvation is entirely by grace. 

And we are called to live with hope because the God who has guided history from Abraham to 
Christ continues to guide history today. 

The story of Israel ultimately reminds us that God is trustworthy. 

The same God who called Abraham, preserved Israel, fulfilled His promises through the 
Messiah, and demonstrated His faithfulness across generations remains at work in the lives of 
His people today. 

His character has not changed. 

His faithfulness has not diminished. 
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His promises remain secure. 

And His purposes continue to unfold according to His perfect will. 

As we conclude our study, one final question remains: What is the ultimate message of the 
doctrine of God's chosen people? The answer takes us beyond Israel, beyond election, and 
beyond history itself to the greatness of the God who chooses. 

Conclusion  The Greatness of the God Who Chooses 

As we conclude this study of God's chosen people, we are reminded that the story of Israel is 
far more than the history of a nation. It is the story of God's faithfulness unfolding across 
generations. From the call of Abraham to the coming of the Messiah, from the covenants and 
the prophets to the preservation of Israel through centuries of triumph and tragedy, Scripture 
reveals a God who keeps His promises and accomplishes His purposes despite every obstacle. 

The doctrine of election is often misunderstood. Some view it as favoritism, while others 
struggle to reconcile it with God's love for the world. Yet the biblical record presents a very 
different picture. God's election of Israel was never intended to elevate one people above all 
others but to use one people for the benefit of all others. Israel was chosen to become a 
kingdom of priests, a light to the nations, and the vessel through which God's redemptive plan 
would enter history. 

Throughout this study, we have seen that God's choice of Israel was rooted not in Israel's 
greatness, power, or righteousness. Scripture repeatedly emphasizes that Israel was not 
chosen because it was the largest nation, the strongest nation, or the most deserving nation. 
Rather, Israel was chosen because of God's sovereign love and His determination to fulfill His 
redemptive purposes in the world. 

We have also seen that Israel's history is marked by both remarkable privilege and repeated 
failure. The nation experienced divine blessings, miraculous deliverance, covenant promises, 
prophetic revelation, and the presence of God in unique ways. Yet Israel also struggled with 
unbelief, idolatry, rebellion, and disobedience. Time and again, the people failed to live up to 
their calling. 

Yet despite these failures, God remained faithful. 

The story of Israel stands as one of the greatest demonstrations of covenant faithfulness in all of 
history. God disciplined His people, but He did not abandon them. He judged their sin, but He 
did not revoke His promises. He allowed exile, dispersion, and hardship, but He preserved a 
remnant and continued working toward the fulfillment of His purposes. 

Israel's survival through centuries of conquest, persecution, exile, and adversity provides a 
remarkable testimony to the reliability of God's Word. The same God who promised 
descendants to Abraham, preserved Israel through the wilderness, sustained them through 
exile, and fulfilled His promises through the coming of the Messiah continues to demonstrate 
His faithfulness today. 

At the center of God's redemptive plan stands the Messiah. 
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Throughout the Old Testament, God progressively revealed the line through which the 
Redeemer would come. The promises given to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah, and David all 
pointed forward to the arrival of the One through whom salvation would be accomplished. In the 
fullness of time, those promises were fulfilled in Yeshua Christ. 

Through Israel, God revealed His Word. 

Through Israel, God established His covenants. 

Through Israel, God sent His prophets. 

Through Israel, God demonstrated His faithfulness. 

And through Israel, God brought forth the Messiah. 

In Yeshua Christ, the purposes of election reach their ultimate fulfillment. Through Him, the 
blessing promised to Abraham extends to all nations. Through Him, people from every tribe, 
language, people, and nation are invited into relationship with God. Through Him, God's 
promise to bless the world finds its fullest expression. 

The story of Israel also reminds us that God's concern has always extended beyond one nation. 
From the promise that all families of the earth would be blessed through Abraham to Isaiah's 
vision of the nations streaming to the mountain of the Lord, Scripture consistently reveals God's 
heart for all humanity. Israel's election was never about exclusion. It was about mission. God 
chose one nation so that ultimately all nations might come to know Him. 

For believers today, these truths carry profound significance. 

The faithfulness God demonstrated to Israel assures us that His promises can be trusted. 

The grace He extended to imperfect people reminds us that He can work through our 
weaknesses and failures. 

The sovereignty He displayed throughout history assures us that His purposes cannot be 
thwarted. 

The mission He entrusted to Israel challenges us to become instruments of blessing in the world 
around us. 

Ultimately, the doctrine of God's chosen people directs our attention away from human 
achievement and toward divine faithfulness. The central message of Israel's story is not the 
greatness of Israel but the greatness of Israel's God. 

He is the God who calls. 

The God who chooses. 

The God who covenants. 



Who are God’s Chosen People 
 

 66 

The God who preserves. 

The God who disciplines. 

The God who forgives. 

The God who redeems. 

The God who fulfills every promise He makes. 

As we reflect upon the history of Israel, we discover that the true hero of the story is not 
Abraham, Moses, David, the prophets, or even the nation itself. The true hero is God—the 
faithful, sovereign, merciful, and covenant-keeping God who has been working throughout 
history to accomplish His purposes and bring redemption to the world. 

The story of Israel therefore does not end with Israel. 

It points beyond Israel to the God who chose, preserved, redeemed, and fulfilled His promises 
according to His perfect plan. 

And it invites every generation to place its trust in the One whose faithfulness endures forever. 

For in the end, the doctrine of God's chosen people is not primarily about a chosen nation. 

It is about a choosing God. 

A God whose wisdom directs history. 

A God whose mercy reaches sinners. 

A God whose faithfulness outlasts generations. 

A God whose promises never fail. 

A God who brought salvation into the world through the Messiah. 

And a God who continues to call people from every nation, tribe, language, and people into the 
blessing of His eternal kingdom. 

To Him be the glory forever. 
Amen. 

 

 

 

 


